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1
ACOUSTIC TOUCH APPARATUS WITH
VARIABLE THICKNESS SUBSTRATE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention generally relates to touch sensor systems
and more particularly to surface acoustic wave (SAW) touch-
screens.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Touch sensor systems, such as touchscreens or touch moni-
tors, can act as input devices for interactive computer systems
used for various applications, for example, information
kiosks, order entry systems, video displays, etc. Such systems
may be integrated into a computing device, thus providing
interactive touch capable computing devices, including com-
puters, electronic book readers, mobile communications
devices, and other touch sensitive devices including robots.

Generally, touch sensor systems enable the determination
of'a position on the surface of a substrate via a user’s touch of
the surface. For some applications such as track pads or touch
sensitive robotic shells, the substrate may be made of an
opaque material such as a metal. When the touch sensor is a
transparent touchscreen, the touch substrate is typically made
of some form of glass which overlies a computer or comput-
ing device display, like a liquid crystal display (LCD), a
plasma display, etc. The touch sensor system is operatively
connected to the device display so that it also enables the
determination of a position on the device display and, more-
over, of the appropriate control action of a user interface
shown on the display.

Touch sensor systems may be implemented using different
technologies. Acoustic touch sensors, such as ultrasonic
touch sensors using surface acoustic waves, are currently one
of the major touch sensor technologies and many types of
acoustic touch sensors now exist. FIG. 1a shows a front plan
view of a substrate 2 of a “non-Adler-type” acoustic touch
sensor 1. A perimeter region 3 of the front surface 4 substrate
2 surrounds an interior touch region 5 of the substrate 2. A
number of transducers 6a, 6b, 6¢, 6d, such as wedge trans-
ducers, are bonded to the front surface 4 in the perimeter
region 3. The touch sensor 1 uses a plurality of transducers per
coordinate axis to spatially spread respective transmitted sur-
face acoustic wave signals (e.g., shown in a solid line arrows
7a, 7b) and determine the touch region 5 coordinates. For
example, for the X coordinate axis, X-axis transmitting trans-
ducers 64 at a respective perimeter region 3 generates surface
acoustic wave pulses that propagate in the Y direction across
the substrate 2 (across the touch region 5) along plural parallel
paths to X-axis receiving transducers 64 disposed on the
opposite perimeter region 3 where the waves are received for
processing. The X coordinate of a touch in touch region 5 is
determined by which of the transmit/receive transducer pairs
corresponds to surface acoustic wave intercepted by the
touch. Similarly, for the' Y coordinate axis, Y-axis transmitting
transducers 6¢ at a respective perimeter region 3 generates
surface acoustic wave pulses that propagate in the X direction
across the substrate 2 (across the touch region 5) along plural
parallel paths to Y-axis receiving transducers 64 disposed on
the opposite perimeter region 3 where the waves are received
for processing. The Y coordinate of a touch in touch region 5
is determined by which of the transmit/receive transducer
pairs corresponds to surface acoustic wave intercepted by the
touch. The transducer arrangement provides a grid pattern to
enable two-dimensional coordinates of a touch on the touch
region 5 to be determined. Touching the touch region 5 at a
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point causes a loss of energy by the surface acoustic waves
passing through the point of touch. This is manifested as an
attenuation of the surface acoustic waves. Detection circuitry
associated with each receiving transducer 65, 64 detects the
amplitudes of the surface acoustic wave signals and observes
which transmit/receive transducer pairs have perturbed or
attenuated signals as a means to determine the surface coor-
dinates on the touch region 5. A controller (not shown) drives
the operation of the transducers 6 and provides the touch
coordinates to an operating system and software applications
to provide the required user interface with a display operably
connected to the transducers 6. Note that the touch sensor 1 is
illustrated as flat and rectangular, but may take on different
shapes and configurations depending upon the application.

An “Adler-type” acoustic touch sensor uses only two trans-
ducers per coordinate axis to spatially spread a transmitted
surface acoustic wave signal and determines the touch surface
coordinates by analyzing temporal aspects of a wave pertur-
bation from a touch. For each axis, one transducer at a respec-
tive peripheral surface generates surface acoustic wave pulses
that propagate through the substrate across a perpendicular
peripheral surface along which a first reflective grating or
array is disposed. The first reflective array is adapted to reflect
portions of a surface acoustic wave perpendicularly across the
substrate along plural parallel paths to a second reflective
array disposed on the opposite peripheral surface. The second
reflective array is adapted to reflect the surface acoustic wave
along the peripheral surface to a second transducer at a
respective perpendicular peripheral surface where the wave is
received for processing. The reflective arrays associated with
the X axis are perpendicular to the reflective arrays associated
with the Y axis so as to provide a grid pattern to enable
two-dimensional coordinates of a touch on the substrate to be
determined. Touching the substrate surface at a point causes a
loss of energy by the surface acoustic waves passing through
the point of touch. This is manifested as an attenuation of the
surface acoustic waves. Detection circuitry associated with
each receiving transducer detects the attenuation as a pertur-
bation in the surface acoustic wave signal and performs a time
delay analysis of the data to determine the surface coordinates
of a touch on the substrate.

Historically, devices utilizing an acoustic touch sensor, like
atouchscreen and touch pad products, were associated with a
protective bezel. An acoustic touch sensor may have a large
number of operative elements (either multiple transducers, or
transducer and reflective array combinations) disposed on,
and along, the front peripheral surfaces of the substrate. In
order to prevent damage due to exposure from the environ-
ment or external objects, the housing for these sensors or for
the devices integrating a sensor may include a bezel that hides
and protects these peripheral operative elements, so that only
an active touch region on the front surface of the substrate is
exposed for possible touch input.

Current trends eliminate the bezel in favor of flush sur-
roundings of touch area. This market trend is also affecting
touch input devices of larger desktop sizes as indicated by the
market interest for zero-bezel SAW touchscreens in the
20-inch and larger size range. Looking further into the future,
as imagined by some visionaries of “ubiquitous computing”,
currently passive objects like glass table tops could become
touch input devices. Furthermore, even now there are hints of
cross-fertilization between touch technology and robotics
and perhaps future SAW touch technology may find a use
endowing robots with a sense of touch in their exterior shells.
All these trends and possible extrapolations of touch technol-
ogy into the future motivate moving transducers and arrays of



US 9,164,627 B2

3

SAW touch sensors from the exterior touch sensing surface of
the substrate to the protected and hidden interior surfaces of
the touch substrate.

Acoustic touch sensors may utilize a rounded-substrate-
edge approach to obtain such a zero-bezel or bezel-less
design. Such sensors operate by using transmitting elements
on the back surface that propagate surface acoustic waves
around respective curved substrate edges, across the front
surface, and around opposite curved substrate edges to reach
the receiving elements on the back surface. Bezel-less acous-
tic touch sensors may enlarge the active touch region to essen-
tially the whole front surface of the substrate, which may be
beneficial for a variety of touch input applications from small-
sized integrated devices like a smartphone or a tablet com-
puter to a desktop computer and larger touch applications.
Further, the combination of protected internal transducers
and arrays plus sensitivity for essentially the whole exposed
surface is of interest for touch sensitive robotic shells.

FIG. 1b shows a simplified cross-sectional view of an
acoustic touch sensor 10 having curved substrate edges. The
touch sensor 10 comprises a substrate 11 with a front surface
12, a back surface 15, and connecting end surfaces 20 joining
the peripheral regions 14 of the front surface 12 and of the
back surface 15. A connecting end surface 20 need not be
curved as shown but generally can have any shape that sup-
ports transfer of surface acoustic waves between the front and
back surfaces 12, 15. The substrate 11 is typically made of
some form of glass which overlies a computer display or
computing device display 25, like a liquid crystal display
(LCD), a cathode ray tube (CRT), a plasma display, etc. In a
bezeled surface acoustic wave touch sensor, the peripheral
region 14 of the front surface 12 is covered by a bezel pro-
vided by the housing of the touch sensor 10 or the device
integrating the sensor 10, since the transducers and reflective
arrays are on the front surface 12 of the substrate 11. In a
bezel-less surface acoustic wave touch sensor, which is
shown in the figure, the peripheral region 14 of the front
surface 12 is merely the outer/peripheral portion of the front
surface 12 and no bezel is required of the associated housing
as there are no exposed transducers and reflective arrays. Note
that the terms “bezeled” and “bezel-less” are used to connote
touch sensors that when installed respectively either require,
or do not require, a bezel covering the perimeter of the sub-
strate in order to protect arrays and transducers. Bezel-less
surface acoustic wave touch sensors are described in more
detail in commonly-owned U.S. Published Application 2011/
0234545, entitled “Bezel-less Acoustic Touch Apparatus”,
which is herein incorporated by reference. Object 30 is seen
in FIG. 15 as a finger, but it is recognized that touches sensed
by the surface acoustic waves may include a stylus pressing
against the front surface 12 directly or indirectly, through a
cover sheet or like element, depending upon the application of
the touch sensor 10. Acoustic transducers 35 and reflective
element arrays 40 are provided on, and hidden by, a border
layer 27 of opaque paint or ink in the peripheral region 14 of
the back surface 15. The transducers 35 are operably coupled
to a controller or control system 29 (which may be part of a
system processor in some embodiments) that is also operably
coupled to the display 25. The controller or control system 29
drives the operation of the transducers 35 and measures the
signals from such transducers to determine the touch coordi-
nates, which are then provided to an operating system and
software applications to provide the required user interface
with the display 25.

The curved substrate edges however require particular pre-
cision to manufacture. Parasitic signals may otherwise form if
the edges are not machined with perfect radii. This, in turn,
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makes the manufacture of the substrate more costly than
conventional, straight-edged substrates. Also, as described in
FIG. 15, in many bezel-less sensors that have certain aesthetic
considerations, the periphery of the back surface of the sub-
strate may have an opaque ink or paint applied thereon with
the peripheral operative elements being printed on top of the
“border ink” in order to hide the elements from view through
the typically transparent substrate. For these sensors, the
curved edges of the substrate do not allow for the border ink
to be applied entirely to the ends of the back surface, which
then have to be made opaque in some other manner. For
small-sized integrated devices (i.e., mobile or handheld SAW
products), the substrate would not have its edging exposed
and instead would typically be mounted flush with the
device’s protective cover on the outside edge. However, this
mounting would be easier and, likely, more effective if the
sensor has non-curved substrate edges. Acoustically active
rounded outside edges may also be problematic in other SAW
touch sensor applications, for example, a touch sensitive
robot shell made of a tiling of metal SAW touch sensors where
awater tight seal is desired where outside edges of component
sensors meet.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The above problems are obviated by the present invention
which provides an acoustic touch apparatus, comprising a
substrate, having front and back surfaces, that is adapted in a
first region to propagating surface acoustic waves along sub-
strate surfaces and in a second region to transferring propa-
gating surface acoustic waves from the one of the surfaces to
the other surface through the substrate; at least one acoustic
wave transducer on the back surface that is adapted to trans-
mit surface acoustic waves; and at least one acoustic wave
transducer on the back surface that is adapted to receive
surface acoustic waves from the transmitting transducer, said
substrate having, between the transmitting transducer and the
receiving transducer, at least one first region disposed
between two second regions. The first region may have a
thickness that is at least 3.5 Rayleigh wavelengths or, alter-
natively, a thickness that is at least 5.5 Rayleigh wavelengths.
Also, the second region may have a thickness sufficiently thin
to convert a surface acoustic wave on a first surface to a
surface acoustic wave on a second surface. In such case, the
second region may be dimensioned to inhibit the surface
acoustic wave on the second surface from converting back to
a surface acoustic wave on the first surface. Also, the second
region may have a thickness sufficiently thin to transfer
acoustic surface wave energy between the front and back
surfaces of the substrate. Alternatively, a portion of the back
surface in the first region may be less than 3.5 Rayleigh
wavelengths thick and have a coating material applied
thereon sufficient to suppress the transfer of acoustic surface
wave energy between the front and back surfaces of the sub-
strate within that portion.

Also, the first region and the second regions may be dimen-
sioned so that the surface acoustic waves transmitted by the
transmitting transducer travel from the back surface to the
front surface through the substrate; along the front surface;
and from the front surface to the back surface through the
substrate to be received by the receiving transducer, said front
surface forming a touch sensing region for the apparatus. In
such case, the length of the second region may be approxi-
mately one-half of the beat wavelength of the surface acoustic
waves and, further, the thickness of the second region may be
adjustable to tune the beat wavelength and the length of the
second region to selected respective measurements. Also, the



US 9,164,627 B2

5

length of the first region may be shorter than the beat wave-
length of the surface acoustic waves.

The present invention also provides an acoustic touch
apparatus, comprising a substrate that has front and back
surfaces and that is adapted in a first region to propagating
surface acoustic waves along substrate surfaces and in a sec-
ond region to transferring propagating surface acoustic waves
from the one of the surfaces to the other surface through the
substrate; at least one acoustic wave transducer on the back
surface that is adapted to transmit surface acoustic waves; at
least one acoustic wave transducer on the back surface that is
adapted to receive surface acoustic waves; at least one reflec-
tive array on the back surface that is adapted to reflect the
surface acoustic waves from the transmitting transducer
towards the receiving transducer; and at least one reflective
array on the back surface that is adapted to receive and reflect
the reflected transmitted surface acoustic waves to the receiv-
ing transducer, said substrate having, between the transmit-
ting transducer and the receiving transducer, at least one first
region disposed between two second regions. The first region
may have a thickness that is at least 3.5 Rayleigh wavelengths
or, alternatively, a thickness that is at least 5.5 Rayleigh wave-
lengths. Also, the second region may have a thickness suffi-
ciently thin to convert a surface acoustic wave on a first
surface to a surface acoustic wave on a second surface. In such
case, the second region may be dimensioned to inhibit the
surface acoustic wave on the second surface from converting
back to a surface acoustic wave on the first surface. Also, the
second region may have a thickness sufficiently thin to trans-
fer acoustic surface wave energy between the front and back
surfaces of the substrate. Alternatively, a portion of the back
surface in the first region may be less than 3.5 Rayleigh
wavelengths thick and have a coating material applied
thereon sufficient to suppress the transfer of acoustic surface
wave energy between the front and back surfaces of the sub-
strate within that portion.

Also, the first region and the second regions may be dimen-
sioned so that the surface acoustic waves transmitted by the
transmitting transducer and reflected by the first reflective
array travel from the back surface to the front surface through
the substrate; along the front surface; and from the front
surface to the back surface through the substrate to be
reflected by the second reflective array to the receiving trans-
ducer, said front surface forming a touch sensing region for
the apparatus. In such case, the length of the second region
may be approximately one-half of the beat wavelength of the
surface acoustic waves and, further, the thickness of the sec-
ond region may be adjustable to tune the beat wavelength and
the length of the second region to selected respective mea-
surements. Also, the length of the first region may be shorter
than the beat wavelength of the surface acoustic waves.

The present invention also provides an acoustic touch sen-
sor having a variable thickness substrate that is adapted to
form a wave path for surface acoustic waves from a transmit-
ting transducer to a receiving transducer that includes regions
of the substrate, before and after an active touch surface, in
which surface acoustic waves transfer from one propagating
surface to another propagating surface through the substrate.

The present invention also provides an acoustic touch sen-
sor, comprising: a substrate that is adapted to transfer surface
acoustic wave energy between front and back surfaces of the
substrate, said front surface forming the touch region of the
sensor and said back surface having the operative elements of
the sensor, and that has bonding material applied to a region
of'the back surface that is adapted to dampen surface acoustic
wave energy transfer along a counterpart region of the front
surface sufficiently to maintain the propagation of surface
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acoustic waves on the counterpart region, said surface acous-
tic waves transmitted from the operative elements on the back
surface transferring to the front surface through the substrate;
travelling along the counterpart region of the front surface;
and transferring thereafter to the back surface through the
substrate to be received by the operative elements.

The present invention also provides a method of providing
an acoustic touch sensor, comprising: providing a substrate
that has a thickness sufficiently thin to transfer surface acous-
tic wave energy between the front and back surfaces of the
substrate, said front surface forming the touch region of the
sensor and the back surface having the operative elements of
the sensor; and applying bonding material on a region of the
back surface that is adapted to dampen surface acoustic wave
energy transfer along a counterpart region of the front surface
sufficiently to maintain the propagation of surface acoustic
waves on the counterpart region.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the present invention, refer-
ence is made to the following description of exemplary
embodiments thereof, and to the accompanying drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1a is a front plan view of a substrate of an acoustic
touch sensor;

FIG. 15 is a simplified cross-sectional view of an acoustic
touch sensor having curved substrate edges;

FIG. 1c¢is anillustration of top-bottom oscillation phenom-
enon in a thin substrate;

FIG. 2a is a simplified cross-sectional view of a first acous-
tic touch sensor constructed in accordance with the present
invention;

FIG. 2b is the cross-sectional view of the first acoustic
touch sensor of FIG. 2a with propagating surface acoustic
waves;

FIG. 3 is a simplified cross-sectional view of a second
acoustic touch sensor 100 constructed in accordance with the
present invention;

FIG. 4a is simplified cross-sectional view of the sensor of
FIG. 2a with a coating material;

FIG. 4b is a simplified cross-sectional view of a variation of
the sensor of FIG. 2a;

FIG. 4c is a simplified plan view of the variation of the
sensor of FIG. 45; and

FIG. 5 is a simplified cross-sectional view of another varia-
tion of the sensor of FIG. 2a.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF SPECIFIC
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

One method of transferring propagating surface acoustic
waves from the front surface to the back surface of the sub-
strate without the use of curved edges would be to transfer the
waves through the substrate. This can be accomplished uti-
lizing a unique property of surface acoustic waves generated
for an acoustic touch sensor. Specifically, surface acoustic
waves propagating on one surface of a substrate may transfer,
under certain circumstances, through the substrate to the
other surface. Generally, this transfer can occur when the
depth of the substrate is sufficiently small. To avoid undesired
transfer, it has been previously reported that the typical sub-
strate (i.e., soda-lime glass) of an acoustic touch sensor, using
the standard transmitting frequency of 5.53 MHz, should be at
least 2 mm thick for generating propagating surface acoustic
waves, that is, at least 3.5 Rayleigh wavelengths. The current
standard used in acoustic touch sensors is an approximately 3
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mm thick substrate. These propagating surface acoustic
waves are maintained on the substrate surface of the trans-
mitting transducer, such as surface waves on the ocean are
maintained on the ocean surface, although in both cases wave
motion and power penetrates some depth into the wave
medium of glass or water. However, at certain smaller thick-
nesses, the surface acoustic wave energy becomes transferred
(actually oscillates) to the opposing surface of the substrate.

More specifically, the transmitting transducers of an acous-
tic touch sensor normally produce a surface acoustic wave
which is typically termed a Rayleigh-type wave. A Rayleigh
wave has vertical and transverse wave components with sub-
strate particles moving along an elliptical path in a vertical
plane including the axis of wave propagation, and wave
energy decreasing with increasing depth in the substrate.
Mathematically, Rayleigh waves exist only in semi-infinite
media. In plates or substrates of finite thickness, such as those
used in acoustic touch sensors, the waves are more precisely
termed quasi-Rayleigh waves, each of which comprises a
superposition of equal portions of the lowest order symmetric
and anti-symmetric Lamb wave modes S, and A,. For sub-
strates of thickness of interest for acoustic touch sensors, the
S, Lamb wave mode is essentially a surface acoustic wave on
the transmitting (or top) surface simultaneous with an in-
phase surface acoustic wave on the non-transmitting (or bot-
tom) surface, while the A, Lamb wave mode is similar except
the surface acoustic wave on the bottom surface is out of
phase with the surface acoustic wave on the top surface. A
quasi-Rayleigh wave on the top surface is a positive superpo-
sition of the two wave modes (i.e., S;+A,) which cancels the
surface acoustic wave on the bottom surface and a quasi-
Rayleigh wave on the bottom surface is a negative superpo-
sition of the two wave modes (i.e., S,-A,) which cancels the
surface acoustic wave on the top surface. A transmitted (or
launched) pure S, or A, wave will forever remain a S or A,
wave, respectively, since each is a true mode of vibration. In
contrast, neglecting glass attenuation, a launched top quasi-
Rayleigh wave, which is not a true mode of vibration, will
eventually convert into a bottom quasi-Rayleigh wave and the
two waves will continue to oscillate back and forth in a beat
pattern. This is because the wave modes S, and A, have
slightly different phase velocities so that the A phase relative
to the S, phase continually changes and with enough distance
So+A, becomes S,—-A, and then back again, repeatedly. This
is an example of the classical coupled oscillator system that
occurs in many contexts. The result is surface wave energy is
transferred back and forth between the top and bottom sur-
faces of the substrate, as indicated above.

FIG. 1c¢ is an illustration of this top-bottom oscillation for
a thin substrate 45 that may be used in an acoustic touch
sensor. Neglecting attenuation effects, if “x” is the distance of
propagation away from a wedge transducer 46 continuously
excited at frequency f, the wave amplitude (e.g. vertical par-
ticle displacement) on the top surface T(x,t) and the wave
amplitude on the bottom surface B(x,t) will vary with position
and time as follows, where A is the Rayleigh wavelength at
frequency fand A is a beat wavelength that characterizes the
oscillation of the Rayleigh wave between surfaces:

T(x,ty=Constant-cos(mx/A)-cos(2ax/h—2nf't) and

B(x,t)=Constant-sin(mx/A)-sin(2mx/A-27f'1).

It is important to note that, in half a beat wavelength, A/2,
a Rayleigh wave on one surface is completely transferred to
the other surface. The time averaged power transfer between
Rayleigh waves on the two surfaces is schematically repre-
sented by the solid line arrows and is proportional to sin(27x/
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A), where a positive algebraic sign signifies power transfer
from top to bottom and a negative sign signifies power trans-
fer in the other direction. Where either the top or bottom
amplitude is small, the power transfer is also small (this is
discussed in further detail below with respect to optical bond-
ing).

The phenomenon of top-bottom oscillation is convention-
ally regarded as a problem to avoid in acoustic touch sensor
design so as to maintain propagating surface acoustic waves
on a respective surface. And for this purpose, the touch sub-
strate is designed as a rule to be at least 3 to 4 Rayleigh
wavelengths thick to suppress top-bottom oscillations. A sub-
strate of 3.5 Rayleigh wavelengths is generally sufficient to
suppress top-bottom oscillations and a substrate thickness of
5.5 Rayleigh wavelengths is, for all practical engineering
purposes, sufficient to eliminate top-bottom oscillations.

The key engineering parameters to consider are the trans-
mitting frequency, the distance across the substrate (i.e., the
top-bottom oscillation distance) required for a top surface
acoustic wave to convert into a bottom surface acoustic wave
(and vice versa), the thickness of the substrate, and the acous-
tic path lengths of the touch sensor. Generally, the thinner the
substrate, the shorter the distance for this top-to-bottom
energy transfer. If the top-bottom oscillation distance is then
comparable or short compared to the acoustic path lengths,
then the surface wave energy will not be maintained on the top
surface. Consequently, the surface acoustic wave launched on
one surface of the substrate will appear on the other surface.
It would be advantageous to utilize this process to transfer
propagating surface acoustic waves from the front surface to
the back surface of the substrate of an acoustic touch sensor
without the use of curved edges. This is further described in
commonly-owned application Ser. No. 13/416,940 entitled,
“Acoustic Touch Apparatus With Multi-Touch Capability”,
concurrently filed in the name of Kyu-Tak Son and Joel Kent,
which is hereby incorporated by reference.

It is noted that there may be other ways, like the use of
substrate coatings, to suppress the oscillations that may be
useful in further applications. Oscillation of Rayleigh wave
power between top and bottom substrate surfaces is just one
example of a beat phenomenon encountered when a pair of
identical oscillators or waves are weakly coupled. It is essen-
tial to the beat phenomenon that the oscillators be identical, at
least to a good engineering approximation. A coating applied
to one substrate surface and not the other results in a Rayleigh
wave phase velocity and wavelength on the uncoated surface
of V and A, respectively, and on the coated surface of V'
and Ag', respectively. The differences in these quantities may
be expressed as AV =(V,=V") and Ahz=(Az—Az"). To sup-
port full oscillation of the Rayleigh wave power between the
surfaces, phase coherence must be maintained at least over a
distance comparable to the beat wavelength A. This leads to
the following condition, for a good engineering approxima-
tion, to obtain “identical” top and bottom Rayleigh waves and
maintain the beat phenomenon: AV /Vp=AAg/h <<Ag/A.
This is important for transparent touchscreen applications in
which an opaque coating (e.g. black) is needed for cosmetic
reasons, but the transfer is sought of wave power between the
surfaces where the coating is applied. On the other hand, if the
Rayleigh waves on the top and bottom surfaces are far from
identical, the beat phenomenon will be suppressed and little
wave power will be transferred between the substrate sur-
faces. This is expressed quantitatively as follows: AV/
Vg=Ahg/Ag>>Ap/A (beat phenomenon suppressed). This is
important for applications when there is a desire to suppress
transfer of wave power between the surfaces without resort-
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ing to increased substrate thickness. Investigations show that
even a thin substrate coating may be sufficient.

FIG. 2a shows a simplified cross-sectional view of a first
acoustic touch sensor 50 constructed in accordance with the
present invention. The touch sensor 50 comprises a substrate
51 with a front surface 53, a back surface 55, and connecting
end surfaces 57 joining the peripheral region 63 of the front
surface 53 with the peripheral region 65 of the back surface
55. The back surface 55 is configured with a surface indent 67
that is formed adjacent the peripheral region 65 around the
entire back surface 55. A surface indent 67 is formed so there
is a distinct difference, as described below, between the thick-
ness of the substrate 51 at the indent 67, and in the peripheral
regions 63, 65, (labeled as t) with the thickness of the sub-
strate 51 in the non-indented, non-peripheral region (labeled
asT).

The substrate 51 may be made of a transparent material
such as glass (e.g., soda-lime glass) and overlie a computer
display or computing device display 70, like a liquid crystal
display (LCD), a cathode ray tube (CRT), a plasma display,
etc. (with an air gap normally therebetween). Importantly, the
substrate 51 may be of any material that can propagate Ray-
leigh waves including glass, metals and polymers with suffi-
ciently low acoustic attenuation rates. For example, one
embodiment of the touch sensor 50 may be an opaque track
pad with an aluminum substrate. Object 75, shown as a solid
line arrow, represents an object that touches the front surface
53 and it is recognized that touches sensed by the surface
acoustic waves may include a finger or a stylus pressing
against the front surface 53 directly or indirectly, through a
cover sheet or like element, depending upon the application of
the touch sensor 50. Whether transparent or opaque, the touch
sensor 50 may be operably connected to the computing device
display 70.

In the architecture of this embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the touch sensor 50 comprises acoustic transducers 80a,
8054, such as wedge transducers, that are bonded to the back
surface 55 at the outside of the peripheral region 65. From a
plan view perspective, the acoustic transducers 80a, 805 serve
a similar function as the acoustic transducers 6a, 65 of the
touch sensor 1 of FIG. 1a. For applications where the sub-
strate 51 is transparent, the transducers 80a, 8056 are provided
on a border layer (not shown) of opaque paint or ink in the
peripheral region 65 of the back surface 55. This is coating
discussed in more detail below with respect to FIGS. 4a-4c.
Transmitting transducers 80a that generate surface acoustic
waves are situated on one side of the substrate 51 and corre-
sponding receiving transducers 804 that receive the respec-
tive generated surface acoustic waves are situated on the
opposing side. Another set of transmitting and receiving
transducers 80a, 805 are arranged in the same fashion on the
other two opposing sides of the substrate 51 (which is shown
in the figure to be generally rectangular). In this way, propa-
gating surface acoustic waves are respectively generated and
received in each of the two planar coordinate axes (X andY)
of the front surface 53 of the substrate 51. The transducers
804, 805 are operably coupled to a controller or control sys-
tem (not shown), which may be part of a system processor in
some embodiments, that is also operably coupled to the dis-
play 70. The controller or control system drives the operation
of the transducers 80a, 805 and measures the signals from
such transducers to determine the touch coordinates, which
are then provided to an operating system and software appli-
cations to provide the required user interface with the display
70.

The thickness t of the substrate 51 at the indent 67 (and in
the peripheral regions 63, 65) is such to permit surface wave
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energy to be transferred between the front and back surfaces
53, 55 and make surface acoustic waves propagating on one
surface to appear on the other surface. The thickness T of the
substrate 51 in the non-indented, non-peripheral region is
such to maintain surface acoustic waves propagating on a
respective surface. For example, the thickness T of the non-
peripheral region may be at least 2 mm for a system operating
at5.53 MHz and using a glass or aluminum substrate material
to suppress energy transfer, and more preferably 3 mm. Stated
more generally to apply to any material and any operating
frequency, the thickness T is preferably at least 3.5 Rayleigh
wavelengths and more preferably 5.5 Rayleigh wavelengths.
Further, the length of the indent 67 and the indented periph-
eral regions 63, 65 is such to accommodate a top-bottom (and
bottom-top) energy transfer before the surface acoustic waves
become maintained on a respective surface (or are received by
a receiving transducer 805) and the length L of the substrate
51 inthe non-indented, non-peripheral region is such to main-
tain surface acoustic waves propagating on the respective
surface. More precisely, the length of the thinned perimeter
region 63, 65, 67 is approximately one-half of the beat wave-
length (labeled as A/2) so that Rayleigh waves transmitted
from a transducer 80q are transferred from the back surface
55 to the front surface 53 by the time they reach the non-
indented, non-peripheral region of the substrate 51 of thick-
ness T. The thickness t of the thinned perimeter region 63, 65,
67 can be adjusted to tune the beat wavelength A, and hence
the length of the thinned perimeter region, as desired. The
thickness T of the non-indented, non-peripheral region is
chosen to be sufficiently large so that the beat wavelength in
this thicker central region is long compared to the acoustic
path length L through the thicker central region. This sup-
presses the oscillation phenomenon and the Rayleigh wave
propagating on the front surface 53 of the thicker central
region remains on the front surface 53 until it reaches the
thinned perimeter region 63, 65, 67 on the other side of the
substrate 51 where it transfers to the back surface 55 and is
received by a transducer 805.

This is illustrated in FIG. 2b. In operation, the transmitting
transducers 80a generate surface acoustic waves that travel
along the surface of the peripheral region 65 of the back
surface 55 on which the transmitting transducers 80a are
situated. This is shown as the solid sinusoidal line indicating
the wave propagation path. As seen by the slanted solid line
arrows, the thickness (or thinness) t of the substrate 51 that is
used in this region 65 and the length A/2 of the region permits
the surface acoustic waves to “travel” to the front surface 53
via the energy transfer caused by the action of the Lamb wave
modes S, and A,. The thickness T of the substrate 51 that is
used in the non-indented, non-peripheral region and the
length L of this thicker region then maintains a wave propa-
gation path on the front surface 53. As seen by the next slanted
solid line arrows, the thickness t of the substrate 51 in the
peripheral region 63 of the front surface 53 and the length A/2
of'the region permits the surface acoustic waves to “travel” to
the back surface 55 via the energy transfer caused by the
action of the Lamb wave modes S, and A,. The surface
acoustic waves are maintained propagating on the back sur-
face 55 in the peripheral region 65 long enough to travel to the
receiving transducers 804.

Like other acoustic touch sensors, the touch of the front
surface 53 by an object 75, such as finger or stylus, absorbs a
portion of the energy of the surface acoustic waves propagat-
ing across the front surface 53 and causes an attenuation of the
waves passing through the point of touch. The resulting
attenuation is detected by the receiving transducers 805 as a
perturbation in the acoustic signal. The control system pro-
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cesses and analyzes the electrical signals transduced by the
receiving transducers 805, including those related to wave-
form perturbations, to detect the touch coordinates and posi-
tion information. Further, the control system maps the touch
coordinates and position information to the appropriate con-
trol actions of the user interface shown in the display 70. The
acoustic touch sensor 50 thus provides an XY coordinate
input device system. Note that the touch sensor 50 is illus-
trated as flat and rectangular, but may take on different shapes
and configurations depending upon the application.

FIG. 3 shows a simplified cross-sectional view of a second
acoustic touch sensor 100 constructed in accordance with the
present invention. The touch sensor 100 comprises a substrate
101 with a front surface 103, a back surface 105, and con-
necting end surfaces 107 joining the peripheral region 113 of
the front surface 103 with the peripheral region 115 of the
back surface 105. The back surface 105 is configured with a
surface recess 117 that is formed adjacent the peripheral
region 115 around the entire back surface 105.

The surface recess 117 is formed so the thickness of the
substrate 101 at the recess 117 is such to permit surface wave
energy to be transferred between the front and back surfaces
103, 105 and make surface acoustic waves propagating on
one surface to appear on the other surface. The thicknesses of
the substrate 101 in the non-recessed regions are such to
maintain surface acoustic waves propagating on a respective
surface (for example, at least 2 mm at 5.53 MHz for a glass or
aluminum substrate). Further, the length of the surface recess
117 is such to accommodate a top-bottom (and bottom-top)
energy transfer before the surface acoustic waves become
maintained on a respective surface and the lengths of the
substrate 101 in the non-recessed regions are such to maintain
surface acoustic waves propagating on a respective surface.

The substrate 101 may be made of a transparent material
such as glass (e.g., soda-lime glass) and have the back surface
105 overlie a computer display or computing device display
(not shown), like a liquid crystal display (LLCD), a cathode ray
tube (CRT), a plasma display, etc. (with an air gap normally
therebetween). Similar to the figures above, object 128 is seen
in FIG. 3 as a finger, but it is recognized that touches of the
front surface 103 sensed by the surface acoustic waves may
include a stylus pressing against the front surface 103 directly
orindirectly, through a cover sheet or like element, depending
upon the application of the touch sensor 100.

In this embodiment of the present invention, the touch
sensor 100 takes on the architecture of an “Adler-type” acous-
tic touch sensor, as described above, that uses only two trans-
ducers per coordinate axis to spatially and temporally spread
a transmitted surface acoustic wave signal. For each axis, one
transducer at a respective peripheral surface generates surface
acoustic wave pulses that propagate through the substrate
across a perpendicular peripheral surface along which a first
reflective grating or array is disposed. The first reflective array
is adapted to reflect portions of a surface acoustic wave per-
pendicularly across the substrate along plural parallel paths to
a second reflective array disposed on the opposite peripheral
surface. The second reflective array is adapted to reflect the
surface acoustic wave along the peripheral surface to asecond
transducer at a respective perpendicular peripheral surface
where the wave is received for processing. The reflective
arrays associated with the X axis are perpendicular to the
reflective arrays associated with the Y axis so as to provide a
grid pattern to enable two-dimensional coordinates of a touch
on the substrate to be determined.

FIG. 3 shows the operative elements for the “Adler-type”
architecture for one of the axes. Specifically, the touch sensor
100 comprises acoustic transducers 180a, 1805 that are pro-
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vided on an optional border layer 184 of paint or ink in the
peripheral region 115 of the back surface 105. The optional
border layer 184 of paint or ink may be desirable for cosmetic
reasons to hide the transducers 180a, 1805 and the arrays
190a, 1905 if the substrate 101 is transparent. This coating is
discussed in more detail below with respect to FIGS. 4a-4¢. If
the substrate 101 is opaque, there may be no need for the
optional border layer 184. A transmitting transducer 180a that
generates surface acoustic waves is situated on one side of the
substrate 101 and a corresponding receiving transducer 1805
that receives the respective generated surface acoustic waves
is situated on the opposite side. The transmitting transducer
180a generates surface acoustic wave pulses that propagate
through the substrate 101 across the peripheral region 115
surface along which a first reflective grating or array 190a is
disposed. The first reflective array 190a is adapted to reflect
portions of a surface acoustic wave perpendicularly across the
back surface 105 along plural parallel paths to a second
reflective array 1905 disposed on the opposite peripheral
region 115 surface (as described below in more detail). The
second reflective array 1905 is adapted to reflect the surface
acoustic wave along the peripheral region 115 surface to the
receiving transducer 1805 where the wave is received for
processing. Another set of transmitting and receiving trans-
ducers 180a, 1805, and first and second reflective arrays
190a, 1904, are arranged in the same fashion on the other two
opposing sides of the substrate 101. In this way, propagating
surface acoustic waves are respectively generated and
received in each of the two planar coordinate axes (X andY)
of the front surface 103 of the substrate 101. The transducers
180a, 1805 are operably coupled to a controller or control
system (not shown), which may be part of a system processor
in some embodiments, that is also operably coupled to the
display. The controller or control system drives the operation
of the transducers 180a, 18056 and measures the signals from
such transducers to determine the touch coordinates, which
are then provided to an operating system and software appli-
cations to provide the required user interface with the display.

FIG. 3 also illustrates the operation of the touch sensor 100
and, more particularly, the wave paths indicated by solid line
arrows and dotted line arrows. In operation, the transmitting
transducer 180a generates surface acoustic waves that propa-
gate along the top surface of the peripheral region 115 of the
back surface 105 on which the first reflective array 190aq is
situated. This is shown as the solid line arrow from the trans-
mitting transducer 180q¢ indicating the wave propagation
path. The elements of the first reflective array 190a each
transmit part of the surface acoustic wave to an adjacent
element of the array 190a. The elements of the first reflective
array 190a each couple or reflect part of the surface acoustic
waves to travel from the first reflective array 190a toward the
recess 117 and the opposing second reflective array 19056 on
the back surface 105. This is shown as the solid line wavy
arrows from the reflective arrays 190q indicating the wave
propagation path.

As the surface acoustic waves travel across the surface of
the recess 117 (shown by the solid line wavy arrow), the
thickness (or thinness) of the substrate 101 in the recess 117
permits the surface acoustic waves to “travel” to the front
surface 103 via the energy transfer caused by the action of the
Lamb wave modes S, and A, (shown by the dotted line
arrow). The thickness of the substrate 101 in the region of the
front surface 103 following the recess 117 then maintains the
wave propagation path P on the front surface 103 (shown by
the solid line wavy arrow). As seen by the next dotted line
arrow and the next solid line wave arrow, the thickness of the
substrate 101 in the region of the front surface 103 coinciding
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with the recess 117 permits the surface acoustic waves to
“travel” to the back surface 105 via the energy transfer caused
by the action of the Lamb wave modes S, and A,,. The surface
acoustic waves are maintained on the back surface 105 in the
peripheral region 115 long enough to travel to the second
reflective array 1905 (shown by the solid line wavy arrows).
The elements of the second reflective array 1905 each trans-
mit the received surface acoustic waves to an adjacent ele-
ment of the array 1905 so that the waves continue traveling
along the second reflective array 1905 to the receiving trans-
ducer 1805 (shown by the solid line arrow). Another set of
transmitting and receiving transducers 180a, 1805, and first
and second reflective arrays 190a, 1905, on the other two
opposing sides of the substrate 101 operate in the same fash-
ion.

The touch of the front surface 103 by an object 128, such as
finger or stylus, absorbs a portion of the energy of the surface
acoustic waves propagating across the front surface 103 and
causes an attenuation of the waves passing through the point
of touch. The resulting attenuation is detected by the receiv-
ing transducers 1805 as a perturbation in the acoustic signal.
The control system processes and analyzes the electrical sig-
nals transduced by the receiving transducers 1805, including
those related to waveform perturbations, to detect the touch
coordinates and position information. Further, the control
system maps the touch coordinates and position information
to the appropriate control actions of the user interface shown
in the display that is generally placed behind the back surface
105. The acoustic touch sensor 100 thus provides an XY
coordinate input device system.

Each embodiment described above utilizes a typical sub-
strate 51, 101 for an acoustic touch sensor that has a depth or
thickness adapted to generally propagate surface acoustic
waves, except for a hollowed surface region 67, 117 that has
a depth or thickness that permits the transfer of propagating
surface acoustic waves from a top surface to a bottom surface.
As an alternative, either substrate 51, 101 may be configured
entirely with a depth or thickness that permits the transfer of
propagating surface acoustic waves from a top surface to a
bottom surface (and vice versa). In addition, certain surface
regions (e.g., back surface 55, 105 regions) may have an
optical bonding material applied thereto that acts to dampen
surface acoustic waves traveling across the regions with the
applied material sufficiently to maintain the propagation of
surface acoustic waves on these regions. The bonding mate-
rial thus provides a similar benefit of suppressing oscillations
as additional thickness for the substrate. Such inversely-con-
figured or alternatively-constructed acoustic touch sensors
would operate in the same fashion as the previously-de-
scribed embodiments 50, 100. At the same time, the sub-
strates 51, 101 may be constructed as “thin substrates™ that
may be beneficial in certain applications for the acoustic
touch sensors 50, 100.

FIGS. 4a-4c illustrate the use of decorative opaque coat-
ings to hide transducers and arrays and these alternative
embodiments of the present invention in more detail. FIG. 4a
shows an acoustic touch sensor 200 configured (and operable)
in a similar fashion as the acoustic touch sensor 50 of FIG. 2a.
The figure shows a substrate 251, a front surface 253, a back
surface 255, and transducers 280a, 2805 mounted in the
thinned perimeter regions of the substrate 251. The sensor
200 has the additional element of an opaque coating 285
(shown in double solid line), which may be colored black or
any other color for a desired product appearance, provided on
the back surface 255 of the thinned perimeter regions before
transducer bonding. As noted above, the coating 285 may be
used for the purpose of concealing the transducers 280a, 2805

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

if the substrate 251 is transparent. The choice of coating
material and coating thickness needs to be properly selected
in order to avoid disrupting efficient transfer of Rayleigh
waves between the surfaces 253, 255 (shown by the slanted
solid arrows in the thinned perimeter regions). In particular, it
is desirable that the change of Rayleigh wave velocity on the
bottom surface AV, is preferably sufficiently small to satisfy
the condition AV 5/V ,<<Ag/A. That is, the fractional change
in Rayleigh wave velocity is small compared to the ratio of the
Rayleigh wavelength to the desired beat wavelength. As
noted previously, similar opaque coatings for similar pur-
poses may also be added to the sensor 100 shown in FIG. 3.
However, in some cases, the ability ofa coating 285 to disrupt
transfer of Rayleigh waves between surfaces may be used
advantageously.

For example, FIGS. 45 and 4c¢ show a simplified cross-
sectional view and a plan view from the back surface 255,
respectively, of a variation of the touch sensor 200. Specifi-
cally, the figures show a sensor 200 in which the substrate 251
is transparent, an opaque coating 285 on the back surface of
the thinned perimeter regions is used (as in FIG. 4a), a trans-
fer disrupting coating layer 287 is provided on top of the
opaque coating 285 (shown in dotted line in FIG. 454), and
Adler-type reflective arrays 290a, 2905 (seen in FIG. 4¢) are
applied on top of the transfer disrupting layer 287 (or may be
formed as cut-outs in the layer). The material and thickness of
the transfer disrupting layer 287 is preferably chosen so that
AV IV >>h /A, where AV, is the difference in Rayleigh
wave velocity between an uncoated substrate 251 and sub-
strate 251 coated with the transfer disrupting layer 287 (and
the opaque layer 285). The reflector arrays 290 themselves
may perturb the Rayleigh wave velocity and hence provide or
contribute partially to a desired value of AV . If the transfer
disrupting layer 287 reduces the Rayleigh wave velocity
(rather than increases it), a further transfer disrupting benefit
is provided by an increase in the beat wavelength A through
its strong dependence on the Rayleigh wave velocity V.

Briefly, in operation, a transmitting transducer 280a gen-
erates surface acoustic waves that travel in the thinned perim-
eter region along the back surface 255 on which a transmitting
reflective array 290a is situated. The transfer disrupting layer
287 maintains the propagation of the surface acoustic waves
along the array 290q and as they start to be reflected across the
back surface 255. This is shown as the solid line arrow portion
of the wave propagation path A. The thickness (or thinness)
and the length of the thinned perimeter region beyond the
transfer disrupting layer 287 permits the surface acoustic
waves to “travel” to the front surface 253 via the energy
transfer of the Rayleigh waves between surfaces. This is
shown by the dotted line portion of the wave propagation path
A and the one upward slanted solid line arrow in FIG. 45. The
thickness and length of the thicker central region maintains
the wave propagation path A on the front surface 53. The
thickness (or thinness) and the length of the thinned perimeter
region before the transfer disrupting layer 287 on the oppos-
ing side of the substrate 251 then permits the surface acoustic
waves to “travel” to the back surface 255 via the energy
transfer of the Rayleigh waves between surfaces. This is
shown by the one downward slanted solid line arrow in FIG.
4b. The transfer disrupting layer 287 maintains the propaga-
tion of the surface acoustic waves as they are received by a
receiving reflective array 2905 and as they are reflected to a
receiving transducer 2805. This is shown as the solid line
arrow portion of the wave propagation path A.

Insome applications it may be desirable, for reasons of cost
and manufacturability, to use a substrate of uniform thick-
ness, particularly, “thin substrates”. This requires the use of
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means other than substrate thickness variation, like the use of
substrate coatings as noted above, to either disrupt or enhance
Rayleigh wave transfer between surfaces as needed. FIG. 5 is
a simplified cross-sectional view of another variation of the
touch sensor 200 in which the central region 351a of the
substrate 351 has the same thickness as the perimeter region
3515. This substrate thickness is designed to support Ray-
leigh wave transfer in the perimeter region 3515 (shown by
the solid line arrows). Acoustic transducers 380a, 3805 are
located on the far edge of the perimeter region 35154. In the
central region 35154, the back surface 355 is covered with a
strong acoustic absorber 360. In the case (as shown) of a
transparent substrate 351, the acoustic absorber 360 may be
an optical bonding adhesive that also serves to improve the
quality of the display 370 image seen through the substrate
351. In any case, any Rayleigh wave motion on the central
region 351a of the back surface 355 has a very small ampli-
tude due to rapid attenuation. Referring to FIG. 1¢, this cor-
responds to a condition in which Rayleigh power transfer
between the surfaces is small. A better intuitive understand-
ing of this may be provided by considering the basic physics
formula P=F-v or power equals force times velocity where the
force F exciting the Rayleigh wave on the back surface 355 is
proportional to the Rayleigh wave amplitude on the front
surface 353, the velocity v of particle motion of the Rayleigh
wave on the back surface 355 is very small because it is highly
damped, and hence the power P or rate of energy transfer
between the surfaces 353, 355 is very small because v is very
small. The acoustic touch sensor 300 is otherwise configured
(and operable) in a similar fashion as the acoustic touch
sensor 50 of FIG. 2a.

Coatings may also be used to enhance transfer of Rayleigh
waves between substrate surfaces. [fthe materials ofa coating
are selected so as to accelerate the Rayleigh wave velocity, a
coating applied symmetrically to both substrate opposing
surfaces will shorten the beat wavelength A. By this method,
for example, a substrate of uniform thickness may have a
thickness T selected to suppress SAW energy transfer
between the surfaces in uncoated regions, and yet provide for
energy transfer between surfaces in desired regions where
symmetric Rayleigh-wave accelerating coatings are applied.
So, for example, referring to the sensor 100 of FIG. 3, the
substrate 101 may have a selected uniform thickness and the
surface recess 117 may be replaced with symmetric acceler-
ating coatings on both surfaces 103, 105 in the same areas in
the plan view as the surface recess 117.

The present invention provides the further benefit of facili-
tating the tiling of touch sensors that may provide an uninter-
rupted touch sensitive surface of indefinite length. So, again
referring to the sensor FIG. 3 as an example, an additional
receiving transducer and receiving array identical to the
shown receiving transducer 1805 and receiving array 1905
may be placed immediately to the right or inside of the surface
recess 117 next to the transmitting transducer 180a and the
transmitting array 1904, and yet not interfere with the signals
obtained from the transducers 180a, 1805 and arrays 190a,
1904. Likewise an additional transmitting transducer and
transmitting array identical to the transmitting transducer
180a and transmitting array 190a may be placed immediately
to the left or inside of the surface recess 117 next to the
receiving transducer 1805 and receiving array 1905. Further,
for this configuration, the substrate 101 may be extended
indefinitely in the left and right directions, the surface
recesses 117 may be repeated with uniform spacing, and each
surface recess 117 may have an associated neighboring trans-
mitting transducer—array combination and receiving trans-
ducer—array combination as described. This configuration
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produces an interlocking tiling of touch sensors that provide
an uninterrupted touch sensitive surface 103 of indefinite
length. This tiling application can be generalized to include
orthogonal surface recesses and arrays to provide a two-
dimensional tiling of touch sensors. Furthermore, the sub-
strate 101 and the front (exterior) surface 103 need not be
planar, but also could be curved and provided with a tiling of
touch sensors of a variety of geometries including geometries
analogous to the tiling of NASA space shuttle tiles. One
application of such a touch sensor tiling may be to form touch
sensitive robot shells of non-planar geometry. Tiling of sur-
face acoustic wave touch sensors is described in commonly-
owned U.S. Pat. No. 6,091,406 entitled “Grating Transducer
for Acoustic Touchscreens”, incorporated by reference. More
particularly, an improved tiling of SAW touch sensors is
described in that the exterior touch surface is completely free
of any arrays, gratings or other structures needed for touch
sensing operation.

Advantageously, as described with all of the described
embodiments, the present invention provides acoustic touch
sensors that may be configured with an opaque border layer
ink or paint that can be applied to overlie the peripheral
operative elements (e.g., the transducers and the reflective
arrays) and, further, to extend to the edge of the substrate 51,
101. This allows for easier and more effective mounting of the
substrate into a small-sized integrated SAW devices (i.e.,
mobile or handheld SAW products) compared to an acoustic
touch sensor with curved substrate edges. This also meets
some of the more demanding aesthetic considerations for
certain bezel-less acoustic touch sensors.

Other modifications are possible within the scope of the
invention. For example, in each embodiment described, the
hollowed surface region 67, 117 may take on various sizes
and shapes depending upon engineering or application con-
siderations, such as having graded dimensions, or rounded or
smoothed transitions from thin and thick substrate portions
for improved manufacturability and to avoid stress concen-
trating corners. Further, the placement and form of the hol-
lowed surface region 67, 117 may be adapted to optimize
either the energy transfer, the maintenance of propagation on
a respective surface, or both. Also, the acoustic touch sensors
50, 100 may have “thinned” substrate regions using other
means other than hollowed surface regions. Also, as noted
above, depending upon various factors, the substrate 15, 101
may utilize different thicknesses to maintain surface acoustic
waves propagating on a respective surface and as well as
utilize different thicknesses to convert a top surface acoustic
wave into a bottom surface acoustic wave (and vice versa).

What is claimed:

1. An acoustic touch apparatus, comprising a substrate,
having top and bottom surfaces, that is adapted in a first
region to propagating surface acoustic waves along substrate
surfaces and in a second region to transferring propagating
surface acoustic waves from the one of the surfaces to the
other surface through the substrate via top-bottom oscillation;
at least one acoustic wave transducer on the bottom surface
that is adapted to transmit surface acoustic waves; and at least
one acoustic wave transducer on the bottom surface that is
adapted to receive surface acoustic waves from the transmit-
ting transducer, said substrate having, between the transmit-
ting transducer and the receiving transducer, at least one first
region disposed between two second regions.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first region has a
thickness that is at least 3.5 Rayleigh wavelengths.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first region has a
thickness that is at least 5.5 Rayleigh wavelengths.



US 9,164,627 B2

17

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second region has
athickness sufficiently thin to convert a surface acoustic wave
on a first surface to a surface acoustic wave on a second
surface.

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the second region is
dimensioned to inhibit the surface acoustic wave on the sec-
ond surface from converting back to a surface acoustic wave
on the first surface.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second region has
a thickness sufficiently thin to transfer acoustic surface wave
energy between the top and bottom surfaces of the substrate.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first region and the
second regions are dimensioned so that the surface acoustic
waves transmitted by the transmitting transducer travel from
the bottom surface to the top surface through the substrate;
along the top surface; and from the top surface to the bottom
surface through the substrate to be received by the receiving
transducer, said top surface forming a touch sensing region
for the apparatus.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the length of the
second region is approximately one-half of the beat wave-
length of the surface acoustic waves.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein thickness of the sec-
ond region is adjustable to tune the beat wavelength and the
length of the second region to selected respective measure-
ments.

10. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the length of the first
region is shorter than the beat wavelength of the surface
acoustic waves.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a portion of the
bottom surface in the second region has a coating material
applied thereon sufficient to suppress the transfer of acoustic
surface wave energy between the top and bottom surfaces of
the substrate within that portion.

12. An acoustic touch apparatus, comprising:

a. a substrate that has top and bottom surfaces and that is
adapted in a first region to propagating surface acoustic
waves along substrate surfaces and in a second region to
transferring propagating surface acoustic waves from
the one of the surfaces to the other surface through the
substrate via top-bottom oscillation;

b. at least one acoustic wave transducer on the bottom
surface that is adapted to transmit surface acoustic
waves;

c. at least one acoustic wave transducer on the bottom
surface that is adapted to receive surface acoustic waves;

d. at least one reflective array on the bottom surface that is
adapted to reflect the surface acoustic waves from the
transmitting transducer towards the receiving trans-
ducer; and
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e. at least one reflective array on the bottom surface that is
adapted to receive and reflect the reflected transmitted
surface acoustic waves to the receiving transducer, said
substrate having, between the transmitting transducer
and the receiving transducer, at least one first region
disposed between two second regions.

13. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first region has

a thickness that is at least 3.5 Rayleigh wavelengths.

14. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first region has
a thickness that is at least 5.5 Rayleigh wavelengths.

15. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the second region
has a thickness sufficiently thin to convert a surface acoustic
wave on a first surface to a surface acoustic wave on a second
surface.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the second region is
dimensioned to inhibit the surface acoustic wave on the sec-
ond surface from converting back to a surface acoustic wave
on the first surface.

17. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the second region
has a thickness sufficiently thin to transfer acoustic surface
wave energy between the top and bottom surfaces of the
substrate.

18. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the first region and
the second regions are dimensioned so that the surface acous-
tic waves transmitted by the transmitting transducer and
reflected by the first reflective array travel from the bottom
surface to the top surface through the substrate; along the top
surface; and from the top surface to the bottom surface
through the substrate to be reflected by the second reflective
array to the receiving transducer, said top surface forming a
touch sensing region for the apparatus.

19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the length of the
second region is approximately one-half of the beat wave-
length of the surface acoustic waves.

20. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein thickness of the
second region is adjustable to tune the beat wavelength and
the length of the second region to selected respective mea-
surements.

21. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the length of the
first region is shorter than the beat wavelength of the surface
acoustic waves.

22. The apparatus of claim 12, wherein a portion of the
bottom surface in the second region has a coating material
applied thereon sufficient to suppress the transfer of acoustic
surface wave energy between the top and bottom surfaces of
the substrate within that portion.
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